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Waiting for the King (Matthew 3-4; Mark 1:1-20; John 1:19-42)
Main Point:  Jesus came to bring the Kingdom of God to earth.

Key Verse: "The time has come," (Jesus) said. "The kingdom of God is near. Turn away from your sins and believe the good news!" - Mark 1:15

Materials: A sheet of paper and a pen or pencil for each student

Hands on Application:

· Say: What an incredible lesson we just heard! It is so amazing the way that all throughout the Old Testament, God gave his people clues and hints about who the Messiah would be. And when the Messiah finally came, many people did not recognize Him because He did not look or act like they had imagined. Today we’re going to see how what we imagine can be different from the truth as well.

· Say: I’ve got a sheet of paper and a pen for each one of you. Pass out paper and pens. Now, I’m going to describe something and I want you to draw a picture based on my description. Make sure you don’t look at anybody else’s drawing!

· Say: I want you to draw a picture of something that weighs a lot and is very strong. It has a tough, protective covering and a trunk. In some countries people ride them to get around. They also have horns. Wait for everyone to finish their pictures. Everybody finished? Hold up your pictures so I can see them! Look at students’ pictures. Who wants to guess what I was describing? The correct answer: A car. Look to see how many students drew an elephant. I was describing a car! It has a horn, a thick, protective covering and a trunk! They are very heavy and powerful, and of course, people ride them to get around. How many of you drew an elephant? If appropriate, say: Some of you got it, and some of you didn’t, just like the people in Jesus’ day.

Group Discussion:
· Say:  So, as we just saw, it is easy to imagine something completely different than what is being described to us. God’s people were in a similar situation. All throughout the Old Testament, God described to His people what the Messiah would be like. Through the prophet Isaiah, God told His people that the Messiah would be a prince and mighty ruler (Isaiah 9:6). But God’s people ignored other prophecies that said the Messiah would be humble and meek (Isaiah 42:2-3, 53:7). So the people imagined the wrong thing. They thought the Messiah would be a military leader to destroy their enemies. (Their enemies were the Romans at the time when Jesus was born.) They never expected the Messiah to be a meek, humble, peaceful man like Jesus. They expected Him to defeat the Romans, but He came to defeat a much more dangerous enemy: sin. Jesus was not what God’s people were expecting, but He was exactly what they needed. He came to bring the Kingdom of God back to earth.
· God wasn’t trying to trick His people! He gave hundreds of prophecies, or clues, for His people, and Jesus fulfilled every single one. Have a volunteer read James 1:5. According to this verse, how could a person have known for certain that Jesus was the Messiah? They could ask God! God would certainly give His people the wisdom to know who Jesus was if they just asked Him. Those who were abiding in and trusting in God knew that Jesus was the Savior God had sent. Faith to trust in Jesus is a gift from God (Ephesians 2:8). How do you think a person today can know that Jesus is the Son of God, the one who came to take away our sin? Each person can ask God to give them wisdom and faith. God promises to give these things to anyone who asks!
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your students will feel free to ask God for faith and wisdom in their own lives. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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  Your Cup





Peace, love and a sound mind





 Fear!








